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DETAILED ACTION 

Specification 

1 . Applicant is reminded of the proper language and format for an abstract of the 
disclosure. 

The abstract should be in narrative form and generally limited to a single 
paragraph on a separate sheet within the range of 50 to 150 words. It is important that 
the abstract not exceed 150 words in length since the space provided for the abstract 
on the computer tape used by the printer is limited. The form and legal phraseology 
often used in patent claims, such as "means" and "said," should be avoided. The 
abstract should describe the disclosure sufficiently to assist readers in deciding whether 
there is a need for consulting the full patent text for details. 

The language should be clear and concise and should not repeat information 
given in the title. It should avoid using phrases which can be implied, such as, "The 
disclosure concerns," "The disclosure defined by this invention," "The disclosure 
describes," etc. Particularly, see method including steps: 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Grey et a! 

(hereinafter Grey - US 20020116315) in view of Bednarek(US 20050251440). 



Re. Claims 1, 15, 18, 21 Grey discloses an auction system, method, apparatus and 
medium [Abstract (lines 1-3). paragraph or para. 0002, para 0074 - see Dutch auction 
or reverse auction], auction program [para. 0035], 
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contacting one or more providers of a product through a first wireless transmission 
(wireless phone or PDA) from a user [Figure 2, para. 0024, para 0026-027 - see WAP, 
cellular network, personal digital assistant, also see communication network 100 may 
be used to transmit data using any known transmission protocol which includes wireless 
transmission], 

initiating a bid for the product with the one or more providers through a second 
wireless transmission [Figure 3 # 300, para. 0023-0024, para 0042 (plurality of 
auctions)], bidding on the product by the one or more providers [para. 0007, para 0042, 
para 0046, para 0074- see Dutch auctions which is known for where one or more 
(multiple provides) compete to supply the item(s) at the lowest price or acceptable 
terms], and 

accepting a lowest bid on the product from one of the one or more providers 
through a third wireless transmission [para. 0007, 0050]. 

Grey does not explicitly disclose within a predetermined area. However, 
Bednarek discloses this feature [para. 0005-0007, para. 0142-0143, para. 0479, see 
reverse auction-type bidding, providers, portable personal communication and blue 
tooth] to allow customers to solicit bids from nearby vendors. It would have been 
obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to 
combine the disclosures of Grey and Bednarek to provide an reverse auction system 
which allows the bidder to obtain needed item(s) from local vendors using portable PC 
on mobile devices at lowest possible price. 
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Re. Claim 2, Grey discloses product code [Figure 5 # 460 - however, SKU are well 
known to describe the product for example, F-Brand 456 Multi-meter]. Bednarek further 
discloses transmitting the first wireless transmission with a code corresponding to the 
product (code such as Thai restaurant not other restaurant), wherein any provider of 
such product that detects the first wireless transmission can participate in the bidding 
step [para. 0141-0147, para. 0154-0156, 0577] to provide merchant finder system for 
request or solicitation for bids from merchants within the proximity of the user and finds 
the best value or values for the goods or services the user is interested in through a 
form of reverse auction. It would have been obvious at the time the invention was made 
to a person having ordinary skill in the art to combine the disclosures of Grey and 
Bednarek to provide an reverse auction system to allow local bidders to detect the 
request and provide offers of best value product. 

Re. Claim 3, Grey discloses wherein the initiating step comprises providing a starting 
bid in the second wireless transmission by the user [para. 0032, para. 0040]. 

Re. Claim 4, Grey discloses wherein the first and second wireless transmissions 
comprise a single message transmission [Figure 5 and associated paragraphs 0050- 
0054]. 
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Re. Claim 5, Grey discloses wherein the initiating step comprises providing a starting 
bid in the second wireless transmission by at least one of the one or more providers 
[para. 0007, para. 0050-0054]. 

Re. Claim 6, Grey discloses receiving bids from each of the at least two providers to the 
user through a fourth wireless transmission, transmitting the lowest of the received bids 
from the user to the other of the at least two providers through a fifth wireless 
transmission [para. 0002-0004, - see submitting bids], and repeating the receiving and 
transmitting steps until the lowest bid is accepted [para. 0002-0011, para. 0028], 

Re. Claims 7-8, Grey discloses transmitting bids between each of the at least two 
providers, transmitting the lowest of the received bids from one of the at least two 
providers to the other of the at least two providers in a fourth wireless transmission, 
repeating the transmitting steps until the lowest bid is accepted, and transmitting the 
lowest bid to the user in a fifth wireless transmission, and wherein the step of 
transmitting bids between each of the at least two providers is through a wireless 
transmission [para. 0002-0010, para. 0068-0070 - - next price]. 

Re. Claim 9, Grey discloses manually indicating acceptance of the lowest bid by the 
user, and transmitting the indication of acceptance through the third wireless 
transmission to at least the provider making the lowest bid [para. 0005-0007, para. 
0025]. 
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Re. Claim 10, Grey discloses wherein the accepting step comprises: automatically 
indicating acceptance of the lowest bid by the user upon fulfillment of a predetermined 
criteria, and transmitting the indication of acceptance through the third wireless 
transmission to at least the provider making the lowest bid [para. 0028, para. 0042- 
0044]. 

Re. Claims 11 and 13, Grey discloses transmitting additional information to the user 
from at least one of the one or more providers to the user during the bidding step, and 
transmitting additional information to the user from at least one of the one or more 
providers after the accepting step [para. 0057-0058]. 

Re. Claims 11-12 and 14, Bednarek further discloses wherein the step of transmitting 
additional information comprises transmitting image data corresponding to the product 
and further comprising the step of displaying the image data to the user, and wherein 
the step of transmitting additional information comprises transmitting a confirmation 
from the provider with the lowest bid to the user confirming that the lowest bid will be 
recognized by the provider making the lowest bid [figure 1 1 , para. 0052, para. 0494, 
0505. para. 0554-0563] to allow the user to narrow down the selection query for 
particular product. It would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a 
person having ordinary skill in the art to combine the disclosures of Grey and Bednarek 
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to provide an reverse auction system to allow user to narrow down the selection query 
for a particular product or a category. 

Re. Claim 16, claim 16 is similar to claim 6 and therefore claim 16 is rejected with same 
rational as claim 6. 

Re. Claim 17, limitations of claim 17 are similar to limitations of claims 7-8 and therefore 
claim 17 is rejected with same rational as claims 7-8. 

Re. Claim 19, claim 19 is similar to claim 6 and therefore claim 19 is rejected with same 
rational as claim 6. 

Re. Claim 20, limitations of claim 20 are similar to limitations of claims 7-8 and therefore 
claim 20 is rejected with same rational as claims 7-8. 

22. A method for receiving product information from a provider of a products, the 
method comprising: 

contacting one or more providers of a product within a predetermined area to request 
product information through a first wireless transmission from a user [Figure 2, para. 
0024, para 0026-027 - see WAP, cellular network, personal digital assistant, also see 
communication network 100 may be used to transmit data using any known 
transmission protocol which includes wireless transmission]. Grey does not explicitly 
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disclose receiving the product information from at least one of the one or more providers 
in a second wireless transmission to the user. However, Bednarek discloses this feature 
[para. 0062-0063] to provide useful customizing product information concerning the 
product to customer. It would have been obvious at the time the invention was made 
to a person having ordinary skill in the art to combine the disclosures of Grey and 
Bednarek to provide an reverse auction system which provides valuable information 
concerning the product to retaining the customer and allow the bidder to obtain needed 
product(s) locally using portable PC on mobile devices at lowest possible price. 

Re. Claim 23, Grey discloses displaying the product information from the at least one 
provider [figures 5-6 # 510 & 520]. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. Applicant is required under 37 CFR '1.111 (c) to consider the references 
fully when responding to this action. 

US 20020035536 (Gellman) "Method and system for forming a list-based value 
discovery network" discloses a network-based reverse auction system value discovery system 
including at least four major customers: consumers, and the three sell-side customers 
bidder/sellers, product manufacturers, and advertisers who are not also product manufacturers. 
Initially, a shopping list is constructed containing e.g., widely available goods (WAGs), a network 
(a personal computer, a personal digital assistant, a cellular phone, an interactive television, a 
wireless device, and a network appliance), a bid engine connected to the network for receiving 
and retrieving auction information, at least one database connected to the network and 
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accessible by the bid engine, wherein the at least one database contains auction information 
about potential customers and potential items, and a network interface for accessing the bid 
engine and the at least one database, item lists created by the consumers, scanning an item 
code results in the addition of the item to the consumer's item list and a universal product code 
(UPC), a stock keeping unit (SKU). 

Any inquiry concerning this comnriunication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Harish T. Dass whose telephone number is 571-272- 
6793. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00 AM to 4:50 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Hyung S. Sough can be reached on 571-272-6799. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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